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In 2007, BBC broadcast a ten-part TV series based on the legendary archive of the French industrialist and
philanthropist Albert Kahn who, at the beginning of the twentieth century, dispatched photographers and
cameramen all over the world to gather material for his visionary archive of the planet. Between 1909 and
1929, more than 72,000 colour photographs and over 180,000 metres of film were collected, recorded in large
part on the astonishing Autochrome Lumière, the world’s first true colour process.
After two years of prolonged negotiations, the exquisite nine-hour long BBC series has finally been given the
world-wide release as a three-disc DVD collection. Truly not to be missed.
Figure 1: THE WONDERFUL WORLD OF ALBERT KAHN DVD ¶ (3-disc set), UK 2009, PAL
Regions 2 and 4, 512 min. Booklet. ¶ BBC DVD, Indus Films 2009. GBP 17.98.
The Thirties in Colour, although not a part of the Kahn archive, may nevertheless be seen as its companion
piece. Like the Kahn collection, it is based on a successful BBC television documentary mining largely
unpublished historical colour archive material, which will doubtlessly help satisfy the growing and quite
legitimate demand of contemporary audiences to discover a visual record of the past century.
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